News about the situation of the National Archives, Brazil.

The Association of Brazilian Archivists (AAB) would like to inform our international colleagues
that on the 17th of January the National Archives of Brazil was transferred to the structure of the
Ministry of Justice.
On the 12th the Minister of Justice, José Eduardo Cardozo, met with members of the Committee
chosen to represent the archival community's point of view on the matter. At that meeting, the
minister undertook, within one year, to strengthen the National Archives with regard to its statutory
duties, administrative and budgetary issues, as well as conducting a national conference on national
policy for archives.
After that meeting the AAB Board met and decided to reaffirm that the National Archives should
continue to be integrated into the structure of Presidency as the best position to develop and
articulate public archival policy. However AAB will keep a dialogue with the Ministry of Justice,
given the commitment of the Minister to strengthen the National Archives within one year; define
the archival public policy; and organize a national Conference on Archival Policy. The AAB wants
to participate in those processes because considers that the discussion may not only strengthen the
National Archives, but archives in general and the status and position of archive and information
professionals.
The Committee reunited on the 18th of January to discuss the future actions of the community
involved in the cause. It was decided that though we all agree that the best position of the National
Archives is in the Presidency, the Committee will keep the dialogue with the Minister of Justice.
The Committee will defend the National Archives and a development of a National Archival Policy;
follow closely the developments in the future year and intends to participate in the organization of
the National Conference on Archival National Policy proposed by the Minister of Justice. During
these past days we got the support of more than 3,500 professionals, students, and scholars in Brazil
and over the world. We thank you all for the support.
Lucia Maria Velloso de Oliveira
President of the Association of Brazilian Archivists (AAB)
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